ESSAYS ON THE GITA

justice and truth which they would replace by the rule
of a selfish and arrogant egoism. When this confidence
is shattered within him, when he is smitten down from
his customary attitude and mental basis of life, it is by
the uprush of the tamasic quality into the rajasic man,
inducing a recoil of astonishment, grief, horror, dis-
may, dejection, bewilderment of the mind and the war
of reason against itself, a collapse towards the principle
of ignorance and inertia. As a result he turns towards
renunciation. Better the life of the mendicant living
upon alms than this dharma of the Kshatriya, this
battle and action culminating in undiscriminating
massacre, this principle of mastery and glory and
power which can only be won by destruction and blood-
shed, this conquest of blood-stained enjoyments, this
indication of justice and right by a means which con-
tradicts all righteousness and this affirmation of the
social law7 by a war which destroys in its process and
result all that constitutes society.

Sannyasa is the renunciation of life and action
and of the threefold modes of Nature, but it has to be
approached through one or other of the three qualities.
The impulse may be tamasic, a feeling of impotence,
fear, aversion, disgust, horror of the world and life; or
it may be the rajasic quality tending towards tamas,
an impulse of weariness of the struggle, grief, dis-
appointment, refusal to accept any longer this vain
turmoil of activity with its pains and its eternal dis-
content. Or the impulse may be that of rajas tending
towards sattwa, the impulse to arrive at something
superior to anything life can give, to conquer a higher
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